CHRISTOPHER COX, CALIFORNIA,
CHAIRMAN

JENNIFER DUNN, WASHINGTON,
VICE CHAIRMAN

C.W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

DON YOUNG, ALASKA

F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., WISCONSIN

W.J. “BILLY” TAUZIN, LOUISIANA

DAVID DREIER, CALIFORNIA

DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, NEW YORK

LAMAR SMITH, TEXAS

CURT WELDON, PENNSYLVANIA

CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT

PORTER J. GOSS, FLORIDA

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN

LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART, FLORIDA

ROBERT W. GOODLATTE, VIRGINIA

ERNEST J. ISTOOK, Jr., OKLAHOMA

PETER T. KING, NEW YORK

JOHN LINDER, GEORGIA

JOHN B. SHADEGG, ARIZONA

MARK SOUDER, INDIANA

MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

JIM GIBBONS, NEVADA

KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

PETE SESSIONS, TEXAS

JOHN E. SWEENEY, NEW YORK

®ne Hundred Eighth Congress
NU.S. House of Representatives
Select Committee on Homeland Security
Washington, B 20515

JIM TURNER, TEXAS,
RANKING MEMBER

BENNIE G. THOMPSON, MISSISSIPPI

LORETTA T. SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA

EDWARD J. MARKEY, MASSACHUSETTS

NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON

BARNEY FRANK, MASSACHUSETTS

JANE HARMAN, CALIFORNIA

BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, MARYLAND

LOUISE M. SLAUGHTER, NEW YORK

PETER A. DEFAZIO, OREGON

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

ROBERT E ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ZOE LOFGREN, CALIFORNIA

KAREN McCARTHY, MISSOUR

SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, TEXAS

BILL PASCRELL, Jr., NEW JERSEY

DONNA M CHRISTENSEN, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

BOB ETHERIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA

CHARLES A. GONZALEZ, TEXAS

KEN LUCAS, KENTUCKY

JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND

KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA

DAVID SCHANZER
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR AND

JOHN GANNON
STAFF DIRECTOR

STEPHEN DeVINE

DepuTY STAFF DIRECTOR A|

GENERAL COUNSEL

THOMAS DILENGE
CHiEF COUNSEL AND
PoLicy DIRECTOR

Chairman

CHier COUNSEL

March 1, 2004

MARK T. MAGEE

"The Honorable Christopher Cox

Select Committee on Homeland Security
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20540

Dear Chris:

Continued delays regarding the integration of terrorist watch lists are
unacceptable. In the last month, the date for watch list completion has slipped by nine
months. And, according to media reports, a senior official at the Department of
Homeland Security has suggested that consolidation of watch list information into a
single source may not be necessary. Here is a recent chronology of the watch list issue:

September 2003:

December 2003:

February 12, 2004:

February 23, 2004:

February 25, 2004:

After shifting responsibility for terrorist watch list four times over
two years, Administration announces that the new Terrorist
Screening Center (TSC) would open December 1, 2003, under the
direction of the FBI.

TSC opens, but admits to limited capability. The FBI later
acknowledges that the project to integrate all watch list
information would not be completed until March, 2004.

Secretary Ridge testifies before Select Committee on Homeland
Security and states that TSC will not be completed until the end of
the summer, 2004.

Department of Homeland Security releases 2004 Strategic Plan
listing watch list completion as a top priority for 2004, but projects
that this will not occur until the end of 2004.

DHS CIO, Steven Cooper (as reported yesterday in GovExec.com)
suggests that watch list consolidation into a single source may not
be necessary: “...we can deliver the equivalent... even though it's
not coming from a single, consolidated source." This position
conflicts with DHS’s Strategic Plan, which states that “there will
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be a fully integrated watch list database in the Terrorist Screening
Center (TSC).”

The repeated delays and excuses on the issue of terrorist watch list integration by
both the FBI and DHS are hard to comprehend. Our Committee should exercise its
oversight responsibilities and hold a hearing immediately on this issue of urgent national
security importance.

I look forward to working with you to make sure that we solve this problem as
soon as possible.

Sincgtely,

cc: Democratic Members of the
Select Committee on Homeland Security



